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T~IVS/T Report No: 
Meeting Date: 

Alameda-Contra Costa Transit District 

STAFF REPORT 
TO: External Affairs Committee 

AC Transit Board of Directors 

FROM: David J. Armijo, General Manager 

SUBJECT: Monthly Legislative Report 

ACTION ITEM 

RECOMMENDED ACTION(S): 

15-074 
March 25, 2015 

Consider recommending receipt of the Monthly legislative Report and approval of legislative 
positions. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

Secretary of Transportation Foxx has initiat~d a pilot local hire program. Both Senate and House 
committees recently held hearings emphasizing the need for a surface transportation 
reauthorization. APTA Chair Washington has initiated a nationwide effort to highlight 
infrastructure challenges for April 9, 2015. 

The first cap and trade fuel auction was held in February and yielded over $1 billion in sales 
which is significantly higher than Governor Brown's projection. 

Staff recommends support positions on six proposed legislative bill s that would address axle 
weights, increase the tax cap for counties to 3%, lower voter thresholds, enhance operator 
assault penalties, make failure to yield a seat to a senior subject to penalty, and require the 
Department of Motor Vehicles to develop a temporary license plate for new car sales. Staff 
recommends a watch on two bills. 

BUDGETARY/FISCAL IMPACT: 

There is no budgetary or fiscal impact associated with this report. 

BACKGROUND/RATIONALE: 

Federal Legislation Update 

1) Secretary Foxx has proposed a one year pilot t est program to allow local hires 

Currently, federal contracting requirements prohibit local preferences in hiring. Transportation 
Secretary Foxx has developed a one year pilot program that will allow local hires on Federal 
Transit Administration and Federal Highway Administration funded projects to det ermine if 
competition is limited or if the pool of potential contract bidders is significantly decreased. 
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2} Surface Transportation Reauthorization Hearings 

The Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works (EPW} held a hearing on the need for 
a surface transportation reauthorization bill featuring transit agency opeators and riders as 
witnesses on the importance of its passage. The House Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing, and Urban Development (THUD} hearing featured 
the Transporatation Secretary as the witness to make the case for investment in public transit. 

State Legislation Update 

1} Cap and Trade auctions yielded higher revenues than expected 

The Governor's budget proposal estimated $1 billion in cap & trade auction revenue would be 
available in 2015-16. However, the February 181

h auction yielded $1 billion this fiscal year. The 
Legislative Analyst's Office had predicted $3.7 billion over the FY 2014-15 and FY 2015-16 years. 
If the current trend continues, the proceeds could be $3.3 billion to $7.7 billion. 

2} Staff recommendations 

Staff has recommended support positions on six bills and watch positions on two bills which are 
detailed in the attached matrix. 

ADVANTAGES/DISADVANTAGES: 

This report is being provided to inform the Board of monthly legislative activities and to seek its 
approval to support or oppose legislation affecting AC Transit. This provides clear direction to 
legislators and other bodies of AC Transit's positions. 

ALTERNATIVE ANALYSIS: 

This report provides an update of monthly legislative activities. AC Transit could opt to defer 
from legislative positions and operate without making its positions known, leaving the District 
vulnerable to unfavorable legislation. 

PRIOR RELEVANT BOARD ACTIONS/POLICIES: 

Staff Report 14-293: 2015 Federal and State Legislative Advocacy Programs 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1: Federal Legislative Report from Van Scoyoc Associates 
2: State Legislative Report from Platinum Advisors 
3: State Legislative Bill Matrix 
4: FY 2015 Federal Advocacy Program 
5: FY 2015 State Advocacy Program 

Department Head Approval: Aida R. Asuncion, Interim Chief Planning, Construction and Engineering 
Officer 

Prepared by: Beverly Greene, Director of Legislative Affairs & Community Relations 
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Steven 0. Palmer, Vice President 
Dan Neumann, Director 
David Haines, Manager 

This Week 

VANSCOYOC 
ASSOCIATES 

Transportation Undate 
March 2, 2015 

SR 15-074 
Attachment 1 

Floor Consideration: Amtrak Legislation. On Friday, March 6, the full House of Representatives is 
expected to vote on H.R. 749, the Passenger Rail Reform and Investment Act of 2015. H.R. 749, 
would make several changes to Amtrak's accounting and procurement processes, leverage private 
sector resources and direct increased funding to the Northeast Corridor between Boston and 
Washington D.C. 

Floor Consideration: FY 2015 DHS Appropriations. After agreeing to a bill that extends funding 
for the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) for seven days, the House and Senate must again 
consider funding legislation by Friday, March 6, or there will be a partial shutdown of DHS. If a 
shutdown does occur, staffing for frontline security officers in agencies such as TSA and CBP would 
not be affected. The main point of contention in the House of Representatives has been language in 
the bill aimed at rolling back President Obama's December 2014 Executive Order on immigration. 
Last week, the Senate passed a clean full-year funding bill that did not address immigration issue, 
before agreeing to the seven-day extension. 

Hearing: FAA Reauthorization. On Tuesday, March 3, the Subcommittee on Aviation of the House 
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee will hold a hearing on FAA reauthorization. The 
current authorization of the FAA will expire on September 30, 2015. FAA Administrator Michael 
Huerta will be the lone witness at the hearing. 

Hearing: Waters of tile United States. On Thursday, March 5, the Subcommittee on Conservation 
and Forestry of the House Agriculture Committee will hold a hearing on the EPA's Proposed Waters 
of the United States Rule, and its potential impacts on rural America. 

Hearing: FY 2016 Departments of Transportation and Commerce Budget Request. On Tuesday, 
March 3, the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation will hold a hearing to 
review the FY 2016 budget requests for the Department of Transportation and Department of 
Commerce. The witnesses will include Secretary of Transportation Anthony Foxx and Secretary of 
Commerce Penny Pritzker. 
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Hearing: FMCSA Oversight. On Wednesday, March 4, the Subcommittee on Surface 
Transportation and Merchant Marine Infrastructure, Safety, and Security of the Senate Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation will hold an oversight hearing on the Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Administration (FMCSA). The witness panel will include representatives of FMCSA, the 
National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB), Government Accountability Office (GAO), and the 
DOT Inspector General's Office. 

Last Week 

Hearing: DOT FY 2016 Budget. On Thursday, February 26, the Subcommittee on Transportation 
and Housing and Urban Development of the House Appropriations Committee held a hearing on the 
Department of Transportation's FY 2016 budget request. Secretary of Transportation Anthony Foxx 
was the lone witness. Subcommittee Chairman Mario Diaz-Balart (R-FL) challenged the Secretary 
on the Obama Administration's budget proposal "borderline fantasy." 

Roundtable: FAA Transition to NextGen. On Wednesday, February 25, Chairman Frank LoBiondo 
(R-NJ) of the House Aviation Subcommittee held a roundtable entitled "Issues Regarding 
Modernizing and Operating the Nation's Airspace System". Participants included representatives of 
Airlines for America, the Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association, Honeywell, the National Air 
Traffic Controllers Association, the Reason Foundation, and the DOT Inspector General's office. 
Members of Congress and participants in the roundtable expressed frustration at the lack of progress 
on NextGen. There was no prepared testimony and the roundtable was not recorded. 

Committee Approval: TSA Bills. On February 26, the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation approved two pieces of legislation related to TSA. 

• H.R. 720, the "Gerardo Hernandez Airport Security Act," which would require TSA to 
monitor and verify airport response plans for terrorist attacks; and 

• H.R, 719, the "TSA Office of Inspection Accountability Act." The bill would require TSA 
investigators to spend at least half of their time on-duty investigating crimes. 

Committee Approval: Motor Vehicle Safety Whistleblower Act. On February 26, the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation approved legislation that would provide financial incentives 
for employees or contractors of motor vehicle manufacturers, part suppliers, and dealerships to report 
violations that could lead to death or serious injury. These financial incentives would be recovered 
from penalties issued to the offending parties. 

Committee Approval: Transportation Nominations. On February 26, the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation approved several transportation nominations including Christopher Hart 
to be NTSB Chairman, Tho Dinh-Zarr to be a Member of the NTSB, and Carlos A. Monje, Jr. to be a 
DOT Assistant Secretary of Policy. 

Hearing: MAP-21 Reauthorization. On February 25, the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works held a hearing on surface transportation reauthorization, focusing on perspectives from 
owners, operators, and users of the system. Witnesses included representatives of the Metropolitan 
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Transportation Commission in the San Francisco Bay Area, the Utah DOT, Neenah Enterprises Inc., 
Susquehanna Glass Company, and lngredion Incorporated. Witnesses discussed the importance of 
surface transportation infrastructure to the American economy and the importance of partnerships 
between the federal government and state and local government. 

White House 

Presidential Veto: Keystone XL Pipeline. On February 24, President Obama vetoed legislation that 
would have approved construction of the Keystone XL Pipeline. In his veto message, the President 
stated that he was vetoing the legislation because it would circumvent the normal State Department 
process for approving such pipelines. There are likely not sufficient votes in Congress to override the 
veto. 

Department of Transportation 

Rulemaking: Rail Transit Safety. On February 27, the Federal Transit Administration published 
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) that would strengthen State Safety Oversight (SSO) of 
fixed guideway rail transit systems. The rule would not apply to commuter rail or bus transit systems. 

Government Accountability Office 

Report: Drug-Impaired Driving. On February 24, GAO released a report on state programs to 
reduce drug-impaired driving. The report recommended that NHTSA take additional actions to 
support states in emphasizing to the public the dangers of drug-impaired driving. 

Report: FAA Streamlining. On February 26, GAO released a report on FAA's progress in 
streamlining its activities. The report found that FAA has made some progress in this area, but that 
there was much progress still to be made. GAO suggested that Congress consider requiring FAA to 
track and report on the actual results of future agency-reform efforts 

Report: Oversize Vehicles. On February 26, GAO released a rep011 on vehicle requirements for 
vehicle size and weight, and the lack of such requirements for vehicle height. The report 
recommended that DOT conduct a study on states' permitting practices for oversize and overweight 
vehicles, to identify areas of best practices and share the results with states. 
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ADVISORS 

March 5, 2015 

TO: Director Chris Peeples, President, and 

Members of the Board 

David J. Armijo, General Manager 

Beverly Greene, Director, Legislative Affairs & Community Relations 

FR: Steve Wallauch 

Platinum Advisors 

RE: Legislative Update 

BUDGET 

SR 15-074 

Attachment 2 

Cap & Trade- Billions More: On February 18th the first cap & trade auction was held that 
included fuels. The California Air Resources Board (CARB) posted the results last week which 
found that all credits were sold at an average price of $12.21 per credit, resulting in total 
proceeds of $1 billion. 

Prior to the release of the auction results, the LAO released its analysis of the Governor's 
proposed Cap & Trade expenditure plan. While the Governor estimates that the Cap & Trade 
auction will generate $1 billion in 2015-16 and $700 million in 2014-15, the LAO believes that 
combined auction revenue for 2014-15 and 2015-16 will range from $3.3 billion to $7.7 billion. 

The LAO estimates that a mid-range target of $3.7 billion over the current and budget years is a 
prudent estimate, which is a little over twice the amount assumed in the Governor's budget. 
The $3.7 billion target assumes that all allowances are sold at a price ranging from $12-$13, 
with the high end scenario assuming allowances are sold for $25. The auction results released 
by CARB are in line with the LAO's mid-range estimate. 

If the February auction benchmarks are repeated with the May auction then potentially $2 
billion in extra cap & trade revenue could be available in 2015-16. Based on the existing 
expenditure plan, 60%, or $1.2 billion, would be allocated to the continuously appropriated 
programs, which include High Speed Rail, transit capital, transit operations, and affordable 
housing & sustainable communities programs. The remaining $800 million could be 
appropriated by the Legislature for existing or new funding programs. 

Gas Tax v. the BOE: Last week the BOE adopted a compromise rate for the excise tax that will 
take effect on July 151

• The new rate reduces the existing excise tax by 6 cents per gallon, for a 
new tax rate of 30 cents per gallon. 

1 
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This is less than the 7.5 cent drop recommended by BOE staff, but is a half-cent more than the 
Governor's estimated drop of 5.5 cents. While the BOE's action will soften the blow to 
transportation accounts next year, highway funds will still be significantly impacted with the 6 
cent drop, which will result in a reduction of a little over $800 million in 2015-16.The tangled 
mess of the gas tax swap requires the BOE to adjust the gasoline tax rate by March 1" of .each 
year in order to maintain revenue neutrality. The revenue neutrality test requires the amount 
of excise tax revenue to equal the amount of sales tax revenue that would have been collected 
if the state sales tax still applied to gasoline sales. This calculation must take into consideration 
any under/over collections for the current fiscal year, and an estimate on future fuel prices for 
the next fiscal year. 

POLICY 

ABAG Audits: In the wake ofthe embezzlement of $1.3 million at ABAG, State Controller Betty 
Vee announced her office will conduct an audit of ABAG's internal administrative and 
accounting controls. The audit started on February 20'h, and is expected to take a few weeks. 

In addition, Senate President ProTem, Kevin de Leon, and State Treasurer John Chiang 
announced a partnership to review how state and local bond funds are kept safe from fraud 
and abuse. Senator de Leon has tapped Senator Bob Hertzberg to lead this effort. The Senate 
and the Treasurer's Office will work together on oversight hearings to examine how state and 
local agencies manage bond proceeds. Treasurer Chiang has also formed the Task Force on 
Bond Accountability, which will be chaired by Santa Cruz Treasurer and former Assemblyman, 
Fred Keely. Dates for hearing by the Senate oversight committee and the Treasurer's Task 
Force have not been set yet. 

Transportation 101: Last week, the Assembly Committee on Transportation held an 
informational hearing to educate the Committee members on the history of transportation 
funding in California and how the fuel tax is no longer an adequate means to fund the state's 
transportation system. The Senate Committee on Transportation and the Senate Budget 
Subcommittee #2 also held joint hearing on this topic. These hearings will set the stage for 
future action on the Speaker's transportation funding plan and other proposals aimed at 
addressing the funding shortfall. 

At the hearing LAO staff attempted to explain the jumbled streams of transportation funding, 
and Steven Keck with Caltrans discussed the bleak future for the excise tax. The BOE was also 
on hand to explain the gas tax swap true-up process, and Will Kempton illustrated the impact 
the current funding outlook will have on delivering transportation projects. Rounding out the 
Assembly's seminar were stakeholders including Randy Iwasaki from CCTA, Michael Turner 
from LAMTA, Randy Rentschler from MTC, among others. 

CTP 2040: Caltrans has released its draft California Transportation Plan 2040 (CTP 2040). CTP 
2040 will provide a long range transportation plan that is intended to provide an integrated 
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state level planning document for all modes in an effort to achieve greenhouse gas reduction 
goals. 

There is a 45 day public comment period on this document which opened on March 2"d and will 
close on April1 i h. The Department has scheduled several workshops to receive public 
comments. In addition to a webinar on March 5, in person workshops will be held throughout 
the state with a workshop in Sacramento on March 10th and another in Oakland scheduled for 
March 26th. Comments can also be submitted online at: 

http://www.dot.ca.gov/hg/tpp/californiatransportationplan2040/public review form.shtml 

LEGISLATION 

Excise Tax Spikes: In response to the significant adjustment the BOE was required to make to 
the excise tax, Senator Jim Beal has introduced SB 321. This bill is intended to smooth out the 
up and down spikes to the excise tax adjustment that result from volatile fuel prices. In short, 
this bill would allow the BOE to forecast the revenue neutrality calculation based on a five year 
horizon, rather than the current one year outlook. According to the bill the BOE could also 
phase in any adjust over three years, as well as authorize the BOE to update the rate on a 
quarterly rather than an annual basis if conditions warrant. 

Speaker's Transportation Plan: Assembly Speaker Toni Atkins announced an ambitious 
proposal to address the funding crisis facing California's transportation infrastructure. The plan 
would provide $10 billion over the next 5 years. The plan, which is not in print yet, includes the 
following elements: 

• Halt the use of $1 billion in truck weight fees for transportation bond debt service. This 
would reverse the funding " round -about" that was enacted as part of the gas tax swap 
and provide $1 billion fo r transportation projects. 

• Provide $200 million per year to repay over $900 million in loans made to the general 
fund from various transportation accounts. 

• Impose a road user fee, or vehicle fee, of approximately $50 annually. This would 
generate about $1.8 billion per year. These funds would be used for transportation 
bond debt payments of $1 billion, leaving $800 million per year in new transportation 
funding. Speaker Atkins stated that something needs to be done now, and this fee 
could be reduced or eliminated once a mileage based road user fee is implemented . 

Last year attempts were made to return the truck weight fees back to transportation accounts, 
but those efforts failed primarily due to the impact it would have on the general fund. Speaker 
Atkin's proposal includes a new vehicle fee in order to eliminate the $1 billion general fund 
impact. In addition, the extra $800 million roughly equals the revenue that will be lost when 
the excise tax is adjusted downward in response to lower gasoline prices. 

However, the details have yet to emerge. It has not been decided how the road user fee would 
be imposed - whether it will include a mileage component or simply a per vehicle fee . 
Regardless, this new fee will require a 2/3 vote for approval. In addition, it is not clear how the 
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returning weight fee funds will be allocated, such as through the existing 44% STIP, 12% SHOPP, 
and 44% local streets and roads formula, or by a new distribution formula. 

Climate Change: Senate ProTem de Leon backed by several Dem Caucus members, 
environmental groups, and labor unveiled a package of bills aimed at implementing the 
Governor's pledge to take the next step to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

The center piece of this package is SB 32 by Senator Fran Pavley which would extend the 2030 
goals set in AB 32 with a new target to reduce GHG emissions by 80% below 1990 levels by 
2050. The other major piece is SB 350 by Senator Kevin de Leon. SB 350 would provide the 
authority to implement the Governor's call to reduce petroleum use by 50%, increase the 
amount of electricity from renewable sources to 50%, and increase the energy efficiency of all 
existing building by 50%. The goal is to accomplish these tasks by 2030. 

Other bills in this package include: SB 185 (de Leon), which would require state pension plans to 
divest from coal and move toward lower carbon investments; and, SB 189 (Hueso), which 
would establish a committee to provide input on state clean energy and climate action to 
ensure maximum job creation and economic benefit in California. In addition, Senator 
Wieckowski has introduced SB 207, which would require the Cap & Trade investment plan to 
identify any conflicting or overlapping policies that may interfere with the state's ability to meet 
GHG reduction targets. 

4 
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March 19, 2015 

Table 1 Proposed Board Actions 

Bills Subject 

l4B 464 Existing law caps the cumulative total amount of 
{Mullin D) locally imposed sales taxes at 2%. However, 

~ransactions and many counties, including Alameda, are currently 
use taxes: at that limit. AB 464 would amend existing to 
maximum adjust the cap up to 3%. 

combined rate 
rThe Alameda CTC secured special legislative 
authority to exceed the 2% cap specifically for 
enacting a transportation sa les tax. Contra Costa 
County also received this special authority. 
~ithout th is authority Measure BB could not 
have been enacted. 

AB 516 lAB 516 would require the Department of Motor 
(Mullin D) !Vehicles to develop a temporary license plate 
Vehicles: system to enable vehicle dealers to install a 
emporary emporary license plate on all new vehicle sales, 

license plates or the sale of vehicles that currently do not have 
a license plate. 

~he purpose of the bill is to help the public and 
law enforcement to identify a vehicle used in a hit 
and run or other crime, as well as reduces the 
ability to evade toll payments. 

AB 1008 AB 1008 would amend existing law to add 
(Quirk D) hydrogen sold for the purpose of being used as a 
Public utilities: vehicle fuel will not be regulated as a public 

sale of hydrogen utility. 
o public as a 

motor vehicle Existing law currently exempts the sale of natural 

fuel. gas and electricity so ld to power vehicles as a 
regulated as a public utility. AB 1008 would 
create parity in how hydrogen is regulated when 
used as a transportation fuel. 

Status 

ASSEMBLY REV & TAX 

ASSEMBLY TRANS. 

!ASSEMBLY PRINT 

SR 15-074 

Attachment 3 

AC Transit Position 

Recommended 
Position : SUPPORT 

Recommended 
Position : SUPPORT 

Recommended 
Position: WATCH 

1 
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~B 1250 ~B 1250 is currently a spot bill. However, this ~SSEMBLY PRINT Recommended 
(Bloom D) measure, which is sponsored by the CTA, will be Position: SUPPORT 
~ehicles: buses: amended in the next two-weeks to include a 
gross axle weight proposal to address the transit bus axle weight 

issue. Existing law temporarily exempts transit 
~ehicles from 20,500 pound axle weight limit until 
anuary 1, 2016. 

~CA4 ~CA 4 would amend the Constitution to lower !ASSEMBLY PRINT Recommended 
{Frazier D) approval threshold to impose a special sales tax Position: SUPPORT 
Local government hat provides funding for local transportation 

l'ransportation project to 55%. Local transportation projects are 
projects: special defined to include the funding needs for local 
~axes: voter streets and roads, state highways and freeways, 
approval. and public transit systems. ACA 4 does not lower 

he voter threshold for parcel taxes. 

58 391 SB 391 would enhance the penalties for assault or SENATE PUBS. Recommended 
(Huff R) battery of a transit employee. Specifically SB 391 Position: SUPPORT 
Assault and adds transit employee to the list of individuals, 
battery: transit such as police officers, firefighters and medical 
employees personnel. The fines for assault or battery of a 

ran sit employee would increase to a fine not 
exceeding $2,000 or up to 1 year in jail, or both. 

58413 SB 413 is sponsored by the California Transit SENATET & H Recommended 
(Wieckowski D) Association. This bill would add two more Position: SUPPORT 
Public transit: activities to the list of activities punishable by a 
prohibited ine or administrative penalty when on a transit 
conduct. vehicle or facility. SB 413 would make failure to 

comply with a warning related to loud or 
unreasonable noise subject to a penalty, and the 
ailure to yield a seat reserved for an elderly or 

disabled person. 

58497 SB 497 would require the State Department of SENATE ED. Recommended 
{Vidak R) Education to collect the data below from each Position: WATCH 
Pupil school district, charter school, county office of 
ransportation: education, and regional occupation center that 

data. provides pupil transportation. This information 
would then be posted on the Department's 
website along with the statewide average cost 
per mile and cost per pupil. 

• Revenue received for transportation 
purposes, 

• Number of buses, 

• Ridership of all pupils, 

• Ridership of pupils with an individualized 

2 
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education plan, 

• Ridership of pupils eligible for free or 
reduced price meals, 

• Number of miles driven, 

• Approved costs, 

• Cost per mile and cost per pupil 

Table 2: Board Watch Positions 

Bills Subject Status Client - Position 

lL\B 61 ~B 61 would allow a local government to permit ASSEMBLY TRANS. Position: Watch 
(Allen, Travis R) private shuttle bus services to use public transit 
Shuttle services: stops if an agreement is reached between the 
loading and public transit operator and the private shuttle 
unloading of operator. 
passengers. 

Assemblyman Allen introduced this bill in 
response to demonstrations in San Francisco over 
he Google Buses, and other tech-buses; 

however, it is unclear if legislation is actually 
needed. Although the contents of AB 61 do not 
appear onerous or complicated, we recommend a 
wait and see approach, unless conditions in the 
East Bay dictate otherwise. 

~ SB 9 was approved by the Senate Committee on SENATET & H Position: Watch 
(Beall D) Environmental Quality. However, it was after the 
Greenhouse Gas author committed to drafting amendments to 
Reduction Fund: address concerns expressed regarding the $100 
~ransit and million threshold. 
Intercity Rail 
Capital Program. The amendments being considered would split 

he pot into two programs, and create a program 
along the lines of the "New Starts/Small Starts" 
program at the federal level. 

As currently drafted, SB 9 would amend the 
authorizing statute that created the Transit & 
Intercity Rail Capital Program, which was created 
as part of the cap & trade expenditure plan. SB 9 
would delete the authority to use these funds for 
ran sit operations and limit eligibility to large 
ransformative projects with a cost exceeding 

$100 million. 
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SB 9 would also direct the Transportation Agency 
~o develop a 5 year fund estimate and authorize 
~he Agency to make multiyear funding 
commitments. 

4 
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T~NS7T 

2015 Federal Advocac Pro ram 

Funding 

SR 15-074 
Attachment 4 

• FY 2014 Grant Opportunities- Secure federal funds for key capital projects and 
support funding for 2015 Project Priorities for: 

o East Bay BRT Improvements within the Small Starts Program and other 
programs 

o AC Transit's Intelligent Transportation and Communication System upgrades 
o Bus lifting equipment program 

o Rehabilitation of aging facilities 

o Zero Emission Bus Programs 

• Advocate for supplemental funding through the Federal Transit Administration to 
offset rising operating costs without jeopardizing total funding available for capital 
projects. 

• Support funding for the Transbay Terminal. 

• Support/seek additional funding for lifeline services including, but not limited to 
services for access to work, school or medical facilities. 

• Support efforts to rescind the planned across-the-board cuts to all federal programs, 
called "Sequestration," as enacted under the Budget Control Act of 2011. 

Transportation Authorization Principles 

• Support efforts to increase the gas tax or to increase other revenues to replenish 
and sustain long-term growth of the Highway Trust Fund/Mass Transit Account. 

• Support transportation authorization reform that emphasizes greater funding levels 
to urban mass transit systems, and oppose efforts to reduce spending on transit 
formula programs. 

• Support FTA and Congressional efforts to make State of Good Repair for transit bus 
systems a strategic priority. 

• Support broad funding eligibility for BRT projects in federal transit programs, 
including New Starts and Small Starts programs, 
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• Seek revisions to the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) grandfather clause 
that supports the direct representation of transit properties on local transportation 
policy boards. 

• Support legislation through MAP-21 for safety requirements based on agency size 

Other Advocacy 

• Advocate for transit-supportive legislation that mitigates global warming and/or calls 
for environmental stewardship and related funding. 

• Support funding and coordination between Health and Human Service (HHS) 
agencies and other transportation agencies to provide services to HHS clients. 

• Support modal parity in the commute tax benefits. 

• Support legislation that relieves the fiscal burden of mandatory regulations. 

• Support legislation that encourages Single Payer health insurance. 

• Advocate for American with Disabilities Act improvements 

Page 12 
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2015 State 

Funding 

Advocacy Program 

SR 15-074 
Attachment 5 

• Support efforts to implement the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act 
(MAP-21) and future transportation authorizations that at least maintains funding level 
for mass transit projects and programs for bus operators in the Bay Area. 

• Support the development and implementation of an expenditure plan for AB 32 cap and 
trade revenue that provides an equitable investment in mass transit capital 
improvements, operations, and infill/transit oriented development. 

• Pursue and support funding for Zero Emission Bus Programs 

• Support efforts that create new sources of operating funds with equitable distribution to 
reflect urban transit needs. 

• Support efforts to sustain existing transit revenues. 

• Support efforts that would exempt public transit providers from state sales tax. 

• Support efforts to provide funding for lifeline services including, but not limited to, 
services for access to work, school or medical facilities. 

• Support local ability to increase fees and gas taxes to be used for local mass transit 
purposes. 

• Support legislation and programs that would provide funding to offset the costs of 
global warming initiatives, clean air and clean fuels and implementation of AC Transit's 
Climate Action Plan. 

• Support congestion pricing strategies and legislation that provide an equitable multi
modal distribution of generated revenues. 

• Support legislative or administrative action to remove State barriers so that Medicaid 
transportation funds can be used for public transit services, including ADA paratransit 
services. 

• Support funding and coordination between Health and Human Service (HHS) agencies 
and other transportation agencies to provide services to HHS clients. 

Pa ge l l 
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• Support legislation and programs that would provide funding for employee benefits 
programs. 

• Support funding initiatives that relieve the fiscal burden of mandatory regulations. 

Equipment and Operations 

• Support legislation or administrative action that would direct Caltrans to establish and 
maintain HOV lanes on state highway routes and to improve existing HOV lane 
management to maximize throughput. 

• Support incentives to provide bus contra flow lanes on the San Francisco-Oakland Bay 
Bridge to/from the Transbay Terminal. 

• Support legislation to exempt public transit vehicles from state and local truck route 
ordinances. 

• Support legislation or administrative action that would direct Caltrans to permit 
permanent use of freeway shoulders by public transit buses. 

Transit Incentives 

• Support legislation to provide incentives for employees and employers to use public 
transportation to commute to work, including tax credits for purchasing transit passes. 

• Support Clean Air Initiatives that encourage increased public transit use. 

• Support incentives that would give auto insurance credits to heavy transit users. 

• Support legislation to provide incentives for local governments and developers to 
incorporate transit passes into the cost of housing. 

Environment and Transit Supportive Land Use 

• Support efforts that provide a new form of tax increment financing that promotes 
economic investment through transit oriented development, and requires the approval 
of all affected taxing entities. 

• Advocate for transit-supportive legislation that addresses climate change, healthy 
communities and environments. 
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• Foster transit supportive land use initiatives that require coordination with transit 
providers in the initial stages of local planning or project development that impacts 
transit, including density level decisions or transit oriented developments (TODs); and 
advocate for the required use of: 

o Transit streets agreements, and 

o Complete streets plans in which local transportation plans anticipate use of all 
modes. 

• Support legislation that requires reporting of Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) annually 
through DMV renewal. 

Policy Interests 

• Support simple majority vote for local transportation ballot tax initiatives. 

• Support legislation to allow District to ban persons for specified offenses from entering 
district property. 

• Seek revisions to the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) grandfather clause 
that supports direct representation of transit properties on local transportation policy 
boards. 

• Support legislation for STA formula reform that includes federal operating funding as 
eligible revenue. 

• Support efforts that maintain existing Workers' Compensation regulation. 

• Consider efforts to reform tort general damages 
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